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CEmi)AL FAX CENTER 

SerialNo. 10/695,990 A„r i n 9nOR 

Art Unit: 2643 AUo « 0 ZUBO 

Aipf^ndments tft the Claims: 

niis listing of tlie daitns wUl replace all prior vcfsions/listings of claims in the application: 
l.isrinpof Clalins 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim [[1]325, fiirther comprising: 

repeatedly adjusting said appearance during said conference. 

3. (cuirenUy amended) The method of claim 2. wherein said adjusting comprises sizing said 
i3dea.image r^r^^^r.^ -^aid our ^i^ference participants in dependence on said level of 
activity. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein said adjusting further comprises 
p.«enting audio associated with said video image repre^^ntiTlg said one of said conference 
participants at a volume that varies in dependence on said level of activity. 

5. (cunently amended) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

gjjpjn^inc -ni-T --"T" ""d one of said conference partip^pantsi n a 

region of said display where images of conference participants having like levels of 
activity are displayed. 

6. (ciurently amended) TTie method of dairo 5, wherein said end-user defines an appearance of a 
graphical user interface for said conference, induding said region fat displaytog said jddsfi 
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,mpp^ nTrftQpnrinp said one e^f ftaid conferftnce partidpmtS- 

7. (cuirently amended) The method of claim [[2]]25, wherein said adjusting comprises 
highlighting said video image with a colour indicating a level of activity. 

8. (currently amfflided) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

receiving [[a]] iseftieineteics indicative of aweWevel Issjsis of activity of said 
multiple conference pmticipiaa participants. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 8, fiirther comprising: 

decoding said video ^age smggs ftom Ua]] aUeAstong stream of data received by way 
of a network interconnecting said computing device with computing devices of said eAfir 
multiple conference paitidpants. 

10. (currently amended) The method of daim 9, furtjier comprising: 

extracting said me^ metrics from said at least one stream of data prior to said decoding. 

11. (currently amended) The method of claim [(1]]25, further comprising: 

sampling and encoding an image of said end-user and calculating a metric indicative of 
an activity associated with said end-user to be received by other computing devices in said 
conference. 

12. (cunenfly amended) The method of daim 10, wheidn a quaUty of said decoding of said 
video image rT"-c^tina said c^ft '^^--i'^ ^.^r^f^ce nartidnants is based on an assodated 
metric. 

13. (currently amended) The method of daim 12, fiirthcr comprising: 
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buffering an incoming stream assonated wjth said on>> pf <.«i(1 r.>nfm.ice partidpqa teto 
allow a buffered image to be displayed as said level of ^t^id one of said oonfer^ce 
garticipams activity increases. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13. ftoher comprising: 

encoding video associated with said end-user for transmission by way of 
said network. 

15. (original) The method of daim 14, fbrfher comprising assessing a level of activity of said 
end-user and wherein said encoding video associated with said end-user comprises varying a 
quaUty of said encoding in dependence on said level of activity of said end-user. 

16. (original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein said calctilating calculates said metric based on 
an amount of motion detected in said image of said end-user. 

17. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein said calculating comprises assessing a volume of 
audio originating with said end-user. 

1 8. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, fimher comprising: 

receiving said plurality of video UMge fflisg^ from a server. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 18. wherein said server ceases to provide gtjast 
soaeof said nluralitv of v ideo imsfi im&BS if s^d l«vel of activity is below a threshold. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim [[i]]2i, forther comprising receiving an input of an 
end-user to suspend said adjusting. 
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21 . (currently amended) A computer readable medium, storing computer executable instructions 
adapting a computing device to perform the method of claim [[1]]2S. 

I 

22. (cancelled) 

23. (originid) A computing device storing computer ra^ecutable instructions adapting said device • 
to: 

receive data streams, each having a bitrate and representing video images of 
participants in a confotaice; 

transcode at least on© of said received data streami to a bitrate different 

&an that with which it was received, based on a level of activity associated with a 

participant originating said stream; 

provide output dau streams fonned ftom sai^ received data streams to said 
participants. 

24. (currentiy amended) THe device of claim 23, wherein said [[software]] computer executable 
insfiii^ons.fiirther adapts said [[server]] computing device to not output data streams associated 
with inactive participants, as indicated by a level of activity associated with each of said 
participants and included in one of said received dau streams. 

25. (new) At a computing device operable to allow an end-user to participate in a conference 
with multiple conference participants, a method of contfoUing display of video associated witii 
said conference, comprising: 

I 

displaying a plurality of video images, each of said plurality of video images representing 
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one of said multiple confermcepartidpants. each of said multiple «^ 
cuirently active in said conference; 

continuing to display all of said pluraUty of video images, wbUe adjusting an appearance 
of a video image rcpi^senting one of said conference participants, in dependence on a 
level of activity associated with said one of said conference participants, so that as said 
one of said conference participants becomes more active in said conference, said video 
image representing said one of said confsience participants becomes more prominent 
amongst said plurality of video images on said display to emphasize said one of said 
conferenceparticipants- activity in said conference, and as said one of said conference 
participants becomes less active in said conftrence. said video image representing said 
one of said conferenceparticipants becomes less prominent amongst said plurality of 
video images on said di^lay. 

26. (new) A computing device storing computer executable instrociions, adapting said device to: 

display a pluraUty of video images, each one of said plurality of video images 
representing one of multiple conference participants, eadi of said multiple conference 
participants currently active in said conference; and 

conHnue to display aU of said plurality of video images, while adjusting an appearance of 
a video image representing one of said conference participants, in dependence on a level 
of activity associated with said one of said conference participants, so that as said one of 
said conference participants becomes more active in said conference, said video image 
representing said one of said conference participants becomes more prominent amongst 
said pluraUty of video images on said display to emphasize said one of said confer«ce 
participants' activity in said conference, and as said one of said conference participants 
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becomes less active in said confewnce, said video image representing said one of said 
conference participants becomes less pitwmnent amongst said plwaUty of video images • 
on said display. 
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